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know because our systems didn't they let us down here now the governor is at the scene this morning we 
expect to hear from him any minute now as soon as he comes out we will go straight to him pat kessler has 
more on the state's decision to open first off we want to go to the press conference governor pawlenty is 
there at the stone arch bridge let's listen in and mayor r t right it was a tragic night in the city of minneapolis 
and we move now into a day in which there will be one human story after the others that will tell the tale of 
really what happened uh at that one horrible moment it's appropriate now that we're surrounded by 
tremendous support in this city and we're deeply deeply grateful for the fact that we have our congressional 
leaders and our congressman congressman ellison our senators senator klobuchar and senator coleman 
obviously our governor who's been here throughout this about an hour ago the president called to express 
his sympathies and to talk about his uh strong desire to move forward with replacing what he appropriately 
categorized as the most important transportation link into the city we're also deeply gratified that secretary 
peters who you'll be hearing from from in a moment is also here and i think that's a very very strong show of 
support by the federal government to the city of minneapolis and the state of minnesota as we look forward 
to moving ahead with with the recovery there are a series of tactical issues that we'll be talking through and 
i'll be introducing people as we go through that uh how we're dealing with recovery how we're looking at the 
issue of the the bridge and uh how it's rebuilt how we're looking at the issue of what happened and why but i 
also call on people to remember that this is something that will not be about one news cycle or a couple of 
days it is really about families who are now only beginning to understand the depth of what it means to have 
a loved one who is no longer here or to have a loved one whose whereabouts you don't know about and so it 
is important for us all to 
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and so it is important for us all to have contained compassion and sustained compassion that will stick with 
us for the long period of time that it will need for this community to heal as we've talked this morning we've 
uh began with a meeting uh in my office at city hall and then we moved uh to the site uh where we were able 
to see uh the scene i think uh going back onto the scene this morning after having been there last night um 
reminds you that these are horrible images but within each of those images is a story that car you see 
tangled in the wreckage is someone's cousin or brother or husband and one story after the other unfolds as 
you look at that and i think we have to remember that that there are some tremendous stories that we'll be 
hearing uh thank god this wasn't worse and thank also uh the incredible team of people who responded to 


this disaster it is i became mayor shortly after 9 11 and was plunged immediately into the emergency 
preparedness business i was so gratified that there was already a great team in place in minneapolis and it 
grew significantly the fema folks are here and we thank them for the fact that shortly after i became mayor 
they flew 70 of us out to mount weather where we went through preparedness training and that training was 
the backbone of the training we put in place immediately uh that was uh put in place at the emergency 
preparedness center uh underneath city hall uh there's an incredible unsung hero who you haven't seen 
because he's been on the job his name is rocco forte rocco is the assistant city coordinator of the city and 
who leads our emergency preparedness he remains there on the point as he has been throughout this entire 
incident but he's also remained on the point as has our entire team throughout the past few years as we've 
built and improved on our preparedness training we can never be prepared for something as horrendous as 
this but we are gratified for the incredible courage of the employees of the city of minneapolis of the county 
the state and the federal officials who have helped us 
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the federal officials who have helped us all of them have shown courage and compassion at a time when we 
need huge doses of both but we also have done planning and i think we will have to do much more as we 
move forward as we move forward on the issue of how to uh how to address the transportation issues we'll 
be uh meeting in the in the coming days with uh employers and other people who need to get people to work 
uh those issues are certainly uh in the forefront we'll be however in the short term be spending more time 
dealing with the recovery and on the very immediate issues of personnel in front of us we have with us as i 
say a large group of people and i'll i'll turn it over to them i think what i'd like to do if i could would be to uh to 
start with the governor and then move through uh some of the folks who've been on the point and then ask 
secretary peters and then the uh the elected officials who've graciously joined us from washington to join us 
so if i could turn to the governor well good morning this is obviously a horrific incident that takes your breath 
away and sinks your heart and in the horror of this incident there is a silver lining and that shines through and 
that is the goodness of minnesotans and you saw it in the tremendous response of the first responders and 
emergency responders a tremendous outpouring of support and resources and personnel and equipment 
they did a tremendous job and i think saved a lot of lives that were at risk in the moments and hours after the 
bridge initially collapsed we also see goodness in bystanders and good samaritans who weren't wearing a 
uniform but ran to the problem ran to the crisis ran to the challenge and the danger to be helpful another 
reflection of minnesotans goodness and so it's in this horror and then this tragedy you see a silver lining of 
the goodness of the people of minnesota also obviously the data and the general accounts today are going 
to become much 
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accounts today are going to become much more personal you're going to see the identities perhaps in the 
coming days of people who have lost their lives in this tragedy have been injured the accounts of how that 
happened and the pain and the burden of that is going to be visited upon families in minnesota and we want 
them to know that the city and the state and the federal officials have them and others all across minnesota 
and all across the country are praying for those families and are thinking of them in these hours and days 
and months of tragedy and and very very difficult times in terms of the response from here obviously as the 
mayor indicated the effort now is on recovery that's going to have to take place in concert with the ntsb 
investigation as you'll see in just a moment the leader of the ntsb investigation team and the ntsb overall is 
here he will provide some comments but what he is indicating is their investigation will take place they will be 
treating this area in the area of the bridge essentially as an investigation scene or in some respects a crime 
scene so they want to be careful about how and when things are moved in addition to the recovery effort and 
then once that is completed then of course the debris removal process will kick in and we've been in concert 
with the federal officials i want to thank our congressional delegation senators klobuchar and senator 
coleman and secretary peters and congressman ellison and all the other members of the congressional 
delegation they have been wonderful as partners in this and the secretary will describe more in just a 
moment of the federal government's offer of support and help and its significant and its prompt and we 


appreciate that but of course that once the debris removal takes place that will allow us then to begin the 
rebuilding process of this bridge and we'll get to that in due course but it's going to be a significant effort 
senator pogo miller the leader of the minnesota senate and speaker kelleher are here as well of course we 
will do whatever it takes to move this along on an emergency 
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to move this along on an emergency a basis and then finally of course there's going to be a lot of disruption 
in terms of traffic patterns economic activity downtown and beyond so we are already working on and 
deploying alternative plans for transportation transit and the like that will hopefully alleviate some of that in 
the coming uh weeks and months but with that i guess we'll turn it over to the secretary of transportation 
we're glad that she's here so promptly secretary mary peters governor thanks so much thank you governor 
first and foremost on behalf of president bush vice president cheney and and the whole administration our 
sympathy goes out to this community to those who lost loved ones to those who were injured you are all in 
our thoughts and prayers we also want to share the gratitude of those who helped with the rescue and 
recovery efforts what we saw many of us on television last night from washington dc was a community not 
just of emergency responders but as as the governor said as the mayor said normal people who came to this 
scene and helped rescue others and i'm sure saved lives in the process of doing that i am here today on 
behalf of the president to offer the full support of the federal government particularly the u.s department of 
transportation as we respond to this emergency i plan to provide a support role and to expedite federal 
financial assistance as governor palente and may and the mayor have indicated as they lead this response 
effort this recovery period of this important incident i've asked our bridge and our engineering staff from the 
federal highway administration to provide their full support to the state and to the national transportation 
safety board as they analyze what happened here my experts my staff including federal highway 
administrator rick capka will stay here on ground to provide that kind of assistance we fully understand what 
happened and we can take we will take every step possible to ensure that something like this does not 
happen again i've spoken with the d o t inspector general last night he will monitor all of the investigations 
and then decide very quickly what kind of short-term actions need to be taken 
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of short-term actions need to be taken i've also made it very clear to the governor to senator coleman to 
senator clochevar and to senator ellis and congressman ellison that we are prepared to provide financial and 
technical assistance needed to keep the both the road and the river traffic moving and to get this bridge 
rebuilt safely and as soon as possible we will employ every method that we have at our disposal to do that 
today i am making an initial distribution of five million dollars from the department this money will be available 
today to help restore the traffic flow to clear the debris to set up detours and to begin the repair work we 
stand ready to make all of the additional appropriate funds available as the state completes his assessment 
of the total damage and the ultimate cost to replace this bridge d.o.t will absolutely lock arms with local 
government officials and be a partner in the rebuilding of this vital commerce and and commuting corridor 
here the sad memory of this tragedy will never fade but we're going to make sure that last night's damage 
and debris will become a thing of the past we'll rebuild this bridge repair it and reestablish it in this 
community as quickly as we can governor thank you so much thank you thank you madam secretary why 
don't we turn to the senators thank you madam secretary yesterday was a day of horror for the city of 
minneapolis and for the state of minnesota and there will be many difficult days ahead as we begin to go 
through the recovery process so i i hope that we continue to hold those who have suffered loss from this 
horrific tragedy in our prayers i think it's very very important there are still some very tough days that lie 
ahead as we move into the recovery phase i i have to tell you that as a united states senator and senator 
klobuchar and congressman nelson i also said the same thing really proud of this community and the way 
they responded uh general mark rosen is here and he is the chairman of the national transportation safety 
board i know he'll speak with you as part of this group 
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speak with you as part of this group after a discussion later but he talked to me as i came upon the scene 
about the acts of heroism from the first responders acts of heroism from private citizens and the impact that 
had on saving lives uh so we're just proud of of this community and the way they responded uh to this this 
terrible terrible tragedy uh a couple of thoughts on what we can do at the federal level secretary peters talked 
about five million dollars and that's just to kind of get some things moving one of the realities is that money 
technically is not available for bus service we need bus service the first city secretary said is we're going to 
waive that don't worry about that rule there's a hundred million dollars that is available for rebuilding uh it's a 
hundred percent from the federal government uh in the first 180 days the fund where that money comes from 
it has money in it but it may well be used for other projects and i'll let senator klobuchar talk more about that 
but both the house and senate side we will moving forward to make sure that that money is available we will 
rebuild and the federal government will be a full partner with the folks at the local level to make sure we 
rebuild and the last point ultimately then to find out is what happened what what caused this this 
unbelievable almost incomprehensible tragedy uh chairman rosenker was here in the early morning hours 
his team has already begun to assemble they're on the job they will go through the process of figuring out 
how the security it may take a little while but we need to understand that we need to understand that so to 
make sure that this type of tragedy never happens anywhere again and so from the federal level we are full 
partners i i even had a conversation i got a call of condolence from the head of the small business uh 
administration director steve preston said to me senator my heart goes out to you and the people of 
minnesota let us know what you need so uh we are committed to response senator klobuchar and i will work 
hand in hand to coordinate those resources but again i'll i want to reiterate the need to keep the people of 
minneapolis minnesota in our prayers because the horrors will continue to play out 
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play out and then to express my appreciation and and uh admiration for the folks who responded the way 
they did i was the mayor of saint paul on 9 11. and i remember how unprepared we were then in terms of 
communication and then i watched folks go through training you hope that day never comes we have to use 
it the people of minneapolis use it yesterday and they use it in an incredible way and they showed great 
leadership and in the end uh they they save lives and so again i expressed my appreciation and admiration 
to the folks who've been on the scene for the job that they're doing thank you mayor thank you governor 
thank you all of you all the people of minnesota and our prayers and thoughts are with the victims and their 
families and those who are in the hospital when i watched what unfold last night i was so proud i was so 
proud to be a part of this state the whole world watched as a city in this state came together you saw the 
woman diving over and over again into the water to look for victims when we got here today driving down 
35w there was already a billboard up already a billboard telling people to take another route you open up the 
paper says 25 extra buses people came together faced with the tragedy i remember i was telling the sheriff 
that i remember that we practiced this when i was the prosecutor the county attorney we would have these 
run-throughs of what we would do in a disaster and we never knew that would actually happen and it did a 
bridge in america just shouldn't fall down and that's why we have called for this investigation i'm very pleased 
that the national transportation safety board chair is already here conducting that investigation uh getting the 
evidence that we need we're going to have to be patient with that investigation it's going to take time 
because we have to get to the bottom of this the last thing i wanted to talk about is the work that we need to 
do in washington i've already talked with 
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washington i've already talked with senator reid and senator durbin and senator schumer and senator patty 
murray who's head of the appropriations transportation committee in the united states senate she actually 
sent a staff member with us today we are going to work to make sure that the resources are there to not only 
help with the immediate recovery but for the long-term rebuilding of this bridge as senator coleman 
mentioned there are caps that go in place i think it's a hundred million dollars if necessary we will work to get 
a law passed to waive that cap a bridge in america just shouldn't fall down we are going to go back there 
today and meet with our fellow senators work with congressman oberstar who fortunately heads up the 


committee that deals with us work with congressman ellison to make sure that the resources are there from 
the federal government and again i just wanted to thank the people of my state i always have been proud 
and i always knew that we come together like no one else but last night the whole world was able to see it 
once again we learned that we really do need each other that despite our different walks of life that when 
tragedy hits we come together and i'm so proud to be a minnesotan today because we've shown our 
compassion for each other we've shown that compassionate people and responsible government can bring 
about results for people and so i just want to say that i want to i just want to say that i am so proud of the 
people who jumped into the water and who went the extra mile to rescue and save our citizens and i just 
want to say that we are all we are all at loss for the families who've lost their family members in this terrible 
tragedy their loss is our loss and we embrace that and i just want to say that i've been in direct contact with 
our chairman oberstar of the transportation 
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chairman oberstar of the transportation committee he is very concerned and spoke eloquently on the house 
floor about this tragedy and about how heartfelt it was along with congressman ramstad congressman 
congresswoman bachmann congresswoman mccullum and then also congressman peterson and klein were 
also very concerned and expressed their their solidarity with us here today and so we will be working 
together responsive government compassionate people to talk about rescuing recovery but also rebuilding 
and also finding out what happened we're gonna face this tragedy bravely as we always do so again it's 
good to be a minnesotan today and it's good to be an american today and we have to stand together and we 
will be successful and we will look back at this tragedy with sorrow but also with a sense that if we come 
together we can come through anything thank you i want to uh want to also acknowledge senate majority 
leader larry pogemiller and and speaker of the house margaret anderson kelleher who have both been with 
us and have given us strong support as we move through this with the state i'd like to now call forward the 
chairman and the chief so we can talk through some of the issues of the uh that we've been doing on the 
investigation on the rest thank you very much senators congressman madam secretary governor i'm sorry i 
have to be in minneapolis on such a sad tragic occasion many years ago i lived in minneapolis my dad's 
from minneapolis and i know the greatness of the people of minnesota and the people of minneapolis i think 
it was displayed in courage and heroism last night and i think it's indicative of the same kind of courage and 
heroism that we see in the united states from the east coast to the west coast and on behalf of my 
colleagues at the national transportation safety board i want to offer our most sincere condolences to those 
that lost loved ones 
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those that lost loved ones last night and our thoughts and our prayers are for a speedy recovery of those 
who were injured the national transportation safety board launched a go team late last night and early this 
morning to minneapolis consisting of 19 investigators they will represent a number of disciplines from bridge 
engineering to materials to highway engineering to survivability survival factors human factors we have our 
family assistance department here as well and we're even bringing in the head of our materials laboratory 
from washington he will be here at one o'clock this afternoon this investigation has already begun and we will 
begin to try to give you as much information as we can get we will do a at least one and maybe two briefings 
a day as we learn and as this investigation progresses but with that said this will be a complex investigation 
these are engineering issues that we're going to have to determine are materials issues which we're going to 
be studying and they don't come quickly first thing we must do is recover the pieces and after we recover 
these pieces of the bridge we will begin actually trying to reassemble them not in a way where it's actually 
standing but kind of in a jigsaw puzzle way flat so we can look at the various parts of this bridge and 
understand what made it fall down last night with that i want to turn it back over to the mayor or the chief 
mark rosenker m-a-r-k ker and i'm chairman of the national transportation safety board and we're out of 
washington dc chief did you want to say something sure it's been about 16 hours just a couple hours ago we 
we sent home the officers that 





ago we we sent home the officers that initially responded to this incident from all over all over the state we 
were being relieved by officers that are from all over the metro area and it's it's amazing to see the response 
that we have i was down at the scene just about an hour and a half ago it is still a tremendously dangerous 
scene we have several individuals at that scene that uh that were not recovered there are some unbelievable 
testimonials and stories uh involving a number of those people and i can't get into the specifics because we 
have notifications and so forth to make but people that were pinned people that were partly crushed that 
were told emergency workers to say hello say goodbye so it's it was amazing amazing scene and it's going 
to be a very very dangerous scene for some time recovery has started boats are on the water but we also 
have people like to say on land that that need to be recovered and recovered safely so so we ask for 
patience we appreciate all the support that we're getting from throughout this state and this will be this will be 
a long process and so thank you i think chief dolan covered pretty well the operations side of this my name is 
jim clack i'm the fire chief here in minneapolis i just want to reiterate what chief dolan said we've got 
tremendous response from all of our mutual aid partners in the metro area the state of minnesota has been 
right there with us from the first hour of this incident the federal government's obvious that they're here to 
support us senators and representatives and officials from the federal government 
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officials from the federal government i would i would say also that the training and the equipment that we've 
got over the past six years since 9 11 has played a critical role in the success so far of this incident this has 
gone better than any large-scale incident i've been at and i'm very proud of the men and women of the 
minneapolis fire department the men and women of the police department and all the other agencies the 
sheriff's office all of them came together and did a great job and they're continuing to do a good job i do want 
to reiterate also what was said and that this will not be a quick recovery we're going to take it easy we're 
going to keep people safe we're going to keep you informed as we go along but thank you for all all you do 
and thanks to the citizens of minneapolis for all they did to help us it was a coordinated and a great effort so 
far we thought we want to open it up for questions i do also want to acknowledge that another person here 
who's been been extraordinarily helpful is jan mcdaniel from the red cross and they've been remarkable one 
of the things that was especially remarkable is not only did the red cross infrastructure fall into place but 
there were a significant number of volunteers who came forward and uh their work is is uh is very very 
important as have all those who step forward to give blood as well with that why don't we open up for 
questions this morning this bridge in 2005 scored a 50 out of 120 on structural integrity and then it's up to the 
states to bring the bridge uh up to a better standard than that should the state could the state have done 
something i'll let the secretary address that i will as well tom yeah let me address that that what that rating of 
50 means is that the bridge should be repaired should perhaps be considered for replacement at some point 
in the future it was by no means an indication that this bridge was not safe had that been the case mndot 
governor pawlenty would have shut this bridge down immediately so none of those ratings indicated that 
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so none of those ratings indicated that there was there was any kind of danger here simply says we need to 
schedule this bridge for rehabilitation and that was in the future program for mndot governor excuse me as 
the secretary indicated this morning tom that because of the assessment by the national officials of its 
structural have structural needs that is not the same as it needs to be closed down or torn down and 
replaced immediately the inspections that took place as we're told from mndot in 2005 and 2006 had in mind 
and incorporated that ranking uh had the uh inspection take place with that in mind and with that in mind 
indicated that the bridge was continued it could continue to be used and potentially replaced in the future but 
there was no call by anyone that we're aware of that said it should be immediately closed or immediately 
replaced it was more of a monitor inspect maintain and potentially replace it in the future and i believe the 
secretary uh concurs with that mr rosenkirk because you've seen is there any indication from what you've 
seen can you determine what might have said no it is clearly much too early in the initial stages of this 


investigation to have any idea of what happened we we understand there's some video out there that we 
want to get hold of and enhance we will also be putting out a witness telephone number if anybody has any 
either still photos or any other videos that may well be out there we clearly would like to get hold of that for 
our analysis we will be taking it to a place where we can put together a span uh as long as this again we will 
be looking for critical elements the entire bridge may not be put back together we'll do some initial 
investigation while it is in place at this point and then decide what we need to do to begin the process of 
bringing it somewhere to uh to understand what happened chief you talked about the recovery efforts 
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you talked about the recovery efforts both on land and on the water can you give any idea of how many 
numbers when it comes to recovery at this point i'll just say that uh we know that of several people who are 
pinned or trapped um and uh we were at the time when we left them deceased so uh and i'll just leave it at 
that it's un um so and and we also know there are several vehicles us that that were in the water that we we 
haven't gotten to yet so but but as far as pinder trapped there are several people and i'll just say that some 
people said goodbye there's an individual case where an individual was severely obviously severely injured 
and was talking to medical personnel and was able to say his goodbyes to his family and will be passed on 
how difficult was that for your officers well as extremely if you see the scene there the officers had some of 
the officers actually had to cross girders swim part of the piece to get to that central area it was a very very 
difficult scene very very chaotic and it was not just my officers it was fire ambulance personnel medical 
personnel so uh it it was an all out effort but and when you see that scene and you see the slabs that are 
hanging there you realize uh just being near that those slabs is dangerous and they were crawling over them 
so tremendous uh like i say tremendous courage tom i just wanted to add one other thing in addition to the 
2005 and 2006 inspections there's a 2007 inspection that was partially completed and the focus of that 
inspection as we're told is whether the bridge should be rehabilitated or replaced in the future and that was 
going to be completed after the construction that was currently underway on the bridge was done so the final 
report and final review was going to be in september of this year 
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this year so the in addition to the 2005 and 2006 inspection there's a partial 2007 inspection that has at its 
focus when in the future to replace the bridge should be rehabilitated or completely torn down but it was a 
future oriented uh inspection with that goal in mind are there other bridges in the state that have a worse 
structural stability rating rating system they use the term structurally impaired there are 70 to 80 000 bridges 
nationally that have that designation and again according to the secretary that doesn't mean they all need to 
be closed or torn down it means they need some level of maintenance or inspection or oversight or action 
and if there is an indication that they need to be closed down of course they would there's one category even 
lower than that called functionally obsolete and there's 70 000 or so bridges nationally in that category so all 
around the country and around the state there are bridges that have these designations well that's why we 
don't have an exact number for you now but we can get that to you today tom i just want if i can just add one 
one little thing just purely by by circum uh not planned but uh i introduced a bill center clover trust co-author 
of it uh establishing a national commission on infrastructure requiring a commission to be established to 
report back to congress in 2009 on the status of bridges and other infrastructure and plans for rehabilitation 
so there has always been concern about bridge repair but senator klobuchar and i are working on a bill that i 
think will probably get hotline now through but that was introduced before this tragedy uh saying that we as a 
nation need to take a close look and have in place a plan that's what the bill calls for a plan for a 5 10 15 year 
uh renovation of our infrastructure this is clearly aging one thing i just wanted to add one thing you know we 
don't know what caused this uh you've heard from the safety transportation board but this is certainly a 
reminder uh that we need funding uh to keep our our bridges strong and that we need 
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our bridges strong and that we need emergency funding when tragedies happen like this how many bridges 
in minnesota governor are all under the structural division we can get you that this morning it number be as 
many as 40 percent uh that is the number that's applied nationally nationally in that category plus keep in 
mind there's that other category that i mentioned as well so in minnesota we will have some percent of that 
however when compared to the other states we are you know higher ranked in terms of bridge than most 
other states and i'd like the secretary to address that as well here in minnesota only three percent of the 
bridges fall into one of those two categories and and so that is different than it is nationally in fact minnesota 
has a very good bridge inspection program let me explain a little bit about what those two terms mean 
functionally obsolete means that there are new standards available today that if we were building a new 
bridge today we would do things differently and so that means that when this bridge is repaired upgraded or 
something like that you need to incorporate those new features or certainly if you replace that bridge but it 
does not mean that that bridge is not safe to drive over the other category structurally deficient as i said a 
while ago means there's a deficiency that needs to be addressed at some point in the future it's monitored 
and in no way did minnesota dot not do everything that was appropriate everything that we know is 
appropriate to do to monitor bridges and in fact as i said their inspection program is better in this state than in 
other states but clearly we need to understand what happened here i think senator klobuchar said it very well 
bridges in america should not fall down so we need to get to the bottom of this and that is absolutely my top 
priority the presidents both senators the mayor the governor and all of the officials here including ntsb of 
course to get to the bottom of that is that is that video is that video video from the traffic cameras that are 
positioned on the end to the bridges it's from the locking down um we have not gotten the chief is set telling 
me again i have not seen it and if we know it exists um we're going to bring it back to washington also do 
some enhancement um chief tells us from that's from the 
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um chief tells us from that's from the damn condom it's from under we're going to take a look and hopefully 
there are other videos as well many times as i say when we open it up to witnesses um it is amazing what 
you end up having uh being provided to us that becomes quite helpful we've covered your investment i 
should mention also just at this point that we're in the midst of a program with the federal government to 
install safety cameras on bridges throughout the city of minneapolis and that's something that is not in place 
but we are working on right now we've covered tim rosen for your investigations of plane crashes specifically 
all around the country and know how you and your team operate in the reports that you give is this kind of 
bridge collapse going to be more difficult to pinpoint a reason than in some of those plane crashes that you 
cover um each accident is very unique many are extremely complex some will take years in this case what 
we're hoping to be able to do is bring together as many of these parts put them together as i said quite 
similarly to a jigsaw puzzle and at that point when we have all of the parts recovered i believe it will be 
somewhere close to a year before we get our final report out but we will do this in a comprehensive thorough 
yet still expeditious manner but there will be no shortcuts when the report is delivered when it's presented to 
the board for determination of probable cause it will be an outstanding report i am confident of that as all the 
rest of our reports and i wanted to add to that that while this investigation is going on the bridge can be 
rebuilt yes so it's not like the investigation has to conclude and then the rebuilding process starts because 
the evidence will be taken from the scene exactly as quickly as we can do that where this process is going to 
go from today on is there any way sir i wish i could do that all i can tell you is that we will work as quickly as 
we possibly can to bring up the parts along in cooperation with our federal partners our state partners to to 
bring these parts as quickly as we can to the surface begin the process of 
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can to the surface begin the process of actually fitting them together taking some of these parts back to 
washington perhaps for analysis in our own laboratories when we get all of those parts back and put together 
i would suggest that it's somewhere close to a year at that point of this magnitude i think we have uh i'm 
sorry yes can i ask you if you know yet what work specifically was being done on the bridge and whether you 
think it could have been a factor or supposedly the company that was doing that workforce already said 


we're not to play what can you say or what can anyone say about the exact work that was being done this is 
the first few hours of this investigation i can assure you that we will be looking at every single document that 
we can get our hands on if we need to issue a federal subpoena i will sign one we will get what we need in 
order to be able to understand what happened here i am confident of that have you seen a bridge collapse of 
this magnitude we've looked at a number of bridges in the 40 years some have been extremely catastrophic 
some actually resulted in recommendations that we made to the federal government that in fact created the 
bid the bridge inspection program so we've seen some very very serious accidents in the past yeah we will 
but secretary secretary wants to add a comment and i'll address the rest of your question yeah just let me 
address this specific issue the last the last collapse of a bridge that we saw this magnitude was in 1983 and 
it was a bridge on an interstate on interstate 95 since that time as chairman rosenker indicated we have 
incorporated improvements to the bridge inspection rehabilitation program and incorporated those into the 
standard process so this is a first time in a very long time that we've seen something like this happen there 
have been incidents that related to a barge crashing into a bridge pier on interstate 40 in oklahoma in 2002 a 
ramp collapsed in california just a few months ago as a result of a very terrific crash and of course 
earthquakes and other acts of god but this is to my knowledge the second time we've seen a bridge of this 
magnitude go down without a specific reason like a barge or something like that since 1983 but we again will 
go through 
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since 1983 but we again will go through all of those records and work with the chairman of the ntsb to 
evaluate that i'm sorry in 1983 the connecticut that the 1983 connecticut crash was up here that[___] 
appeared that she pinned i'm sorry that sheared off pendant was holding and that pin got sheared off that 
was the ultimate result of that that type of structure is not present on this particular bridge as as to the 
second half of your question we had a construction project underway on the bridge that started recently and 
was scheduled to be completed in september of 2007 that work included cement or concrete replacement 
and rehabilitation it included guardrail rehabilitation and replacement it included lighting uh replacement uh 
mndot inspectors were on the project you know regularly and i think each day during the project including 
yesterday and in fact one of the mndot inspectors for that construction project was one of the injured people 
in the incident so that's a general description of the work that was being done and obviously the ntsb will look 
into all aspects of this what are you going to do as far as role in this are you going to have an internal 
administration investigation or first and foremost we'll be looking at the ntsb's work eric i think it's appropriate 
to have the federal government and an arms-length relationship look at what happened and mndot's role i 
don't want to have mndot investigating itself so we will have a federal review and to the extent that doesn't 
cover any aspects of what we wanted to cover we'll certainly do a separate investigation but it wouldn't be 
done by mndot governor governor what are you going to do to investigate the safety of other bridges yes well 
i think as pat's question alluded to this afternoon we're going to have a mndot press conference where they'll 
talk about bridge safety the inspection program details surrounding this bridge we have to we have as one of 
the secretary noted one of the better or best bridge inspection programs in the country and our ratings are 
better than most other states in that 
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better than most other states in that regard however that's a little consolation when you have a horrific 
tragedy of this event the first thing we're going to do is make sure that we immediately inspect and check all 
of the bridges of this design and that fall into this category on the assessment scale and then of course we'll 
beef up on a triage and emergency basis the inspections overall but the underlying bridge inspection 
program in minnesota is a good one and it has served us well over the years of this particular design i don't 
know the answer that there are some so similar same or similar last question before we have to wrap up did 
someone review the thinking on right now we have no reason to believe we have anything but about a 
collapsed bridge but we have to cover all the bases and and we are covering all the bases and that's why we 
have uh all what the generals here that's why we have to cover all the bases and that's why we have the the 
fbi is here we have federal agencies working with state agencies working with us to basically make sure we 


get all those statements all those witness accounts and all those videos that we said and we'll look at every 
aspect of what happened here so but right now we have no reason to believe it was anything but a collapsed 
bridge thank you guys let me just uh let me say in conclusion that we deeply appreciate the gratitude that's 
come from not only the citizens of minneapolis and minnesota but from people all over this country it means 
an enormous amount to us we also have to remind people that we are in a very long battle here that will be a 
battle about moving large equipment moving large cars from very difficult places moving pieces of cement 
but more than anything else we're in a long emotional battle for people who are going to suffer scars for a 
long period of time so as much as we appreciate the tremendous outpouring of emotion today 
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tremendous outpouring of emotion today we're going to need that over a long period of time so we call on all 
of you to please surround those who you know who need support with that support right now but to 
especially think about how over the long term minneapolis and minnesota can continue to be a place that's 
compassionate to everyone i want to thank you for that i also want to say senator coleman and congressman 
allison secretary peters and i go back now to washington and we go back uh having seen stories of heroism 
and having seen miracles like that school bus just sitting on the edge of the highway with little kids who 
somehow survived and we go back to go to work to get the resources and to get this investigation underway 
thank you thank you thank you all very much you've been listening to a live press conference now for about 
40 minutes from state local and federal leaders there hang with me here for a couple minutes while i recap a 
little bit of what's been going on if you're just now tuning in uh mayor wright rt ryback basically said that this is 
a type of disaster you can never plan for or prepare for enough governor plenty then stepped up and said as 
we move forward this tragedy is going to become more personal as we start identifying the victims and as 
they start sharing their horrific stories of what they've been through over the past 24 hours he also talked 
about the debris removal um getting work started on the the bridge itself how long that's going to take and 
that they will commit themselves to tackling our traffic situations and take care of that too the u.s secretary of 
transportation is here in town mary peters she says that she has staff here in place they will stay here to 
make sure that we move this process along and take care of things she also promised 5 million immediately 
so that we can begin the relief efforts our senators here norm coleman amy klobuchar congressman keith 
ellison we're also here at this press conference today and i think it was very telling as senator uh klobuchar 
said that a bridge in america should never just fall down and everyone agreed with her on that one also ntsb 
spokesman is here mark rosenker you heard him talking 
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mark rosenker you heard him talking there he's a national transportation safety board director he said that 
they had a go team in place they moved in last night they have 19 investigators here investigation has 
already started and he says that they will keep the media and the public informed they will hold one or two 
press conferences a day as they move forward he also said that the final report should uh should take about 
a year but the bridge work will be able to continue within that time also minneapolis chief police tim dolan 
stood up to the podium one more time and talked a little bit about how they just asked for everyone's 
patience and condolences as they move forward because he says the recovery efforts are going to take a 
while and it's going to be painstakingly difficult and emotional as they move forward with this he said they do 
have some victims um in the river that were trapped in their cars and he's even said in one instance that one 
of the victims had told the rescuers to say goodbye to their loved ones and family members so very 
emotional difficult task ahead for so many of our people also quickly i want to get to one more thing the ntsb 
director there said that they will be asking for witness video of the scene and witnessed photographs that 
might be able to help them investigate how exactly the bridge fell they will get a number to us later on in the 
day we will get that number to you so that you can start sending in your information and video and critical 
elements of the bridge collapse and also the governor did talk a little bit about the 2007. he said the bridge 
was currently under inspection and that final report was due in september so a lot of questions still coming 
out of this and we will continue to stay with you and cover this as the day progresses we also know that uh 


president bush spoke about 10 o'clock this morning and we want to hear a little bit more about what he had 
to say a little while ago good morning i just had uh finished a a cabinet meeting one of the things we 
discussed was uh the terrible uh situation there in minneapolis we talked about the fact that uh 
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we talked about the fact that uh bridge collapsed and that we in the federal government must respond and 
respond robustly to help the people there not only recover but to make sure that lifeline of activity that bridge 
gets rebuilt as quickly as possible to that end secretary peters is in minneapolis as well as federal highway 
administrator capca i spoke to governor palente and mayor ryback this morning i told them that the secretary 
would be there i told them we would help with rescue efforts but also told them how much we are in prayer 
for those who suffered and i thank our fellow my fellow citizens for holding up those who are suffering right 
now in prayer now speaking of prayer last night during our 10 o'clock news um don shelby spoke with a 
concrete expert we're going to get to that in a minute first we want to talk about the prayer services that are 
going to be taking place tonight and today at noon the archdiocese of saint paul and minneapolis schedule 
two prayer services for noon today for victims of the i-35w bridge collapse and of course and for their families 
too the minneapolis service will be at st olaf catholic church downtown and the saint paul's service will be at 
the cathedral of saint paul the archdiocese said that prayers and thanks will also be offered for survivors and 
the rescuers as they move forward in these next couple hours and days and and weeks as well and people 
of all faiths are welcome to attend those services so thoughts and prayers are definitely needed at a time like 
this bill hudson out at the scene with us this morning bill what's the latest coming to us from out there well 
karen i can tell you a couple things just commenting on the news conference that just wrapped up very 
interesting what what the ntsb chairman mark rosenkers had to say about keeping the public informed about 
their status of 
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public informed about their status of the investigation he said that this is going to be something that's very 
very complex of course they're sending their materials head here from washington dc will be arriving in just a 
couple of hours because it the structural steel and the concrete materials that will be investigated and looked 
at for some type of deficiency or some type of crack or some type of fissure in the concrete something led to 
this collapse he said that they will be holding those two news conferences a day and having covered a 
couple previous disasters with the ntsb both the sioux city airline crash back in 1989 and the airlink crash 
that happened up on our iron range they hold true to that they are very much involved in the community and 
passing on information so we'll be able to find out as they find out along the way however it's going to be a 
long process he mentioned that it he wouldn't be at all surprised that it takes about a year or so to come up 
with some type of conclusive uh cause or reason for this collapse i found that rather interesting also the fact 
that the federal government is going to release five million dollars immediately for immediate needs uh to 
help pay for the recovery efforts the search recovery efforts that are taking place and then there's the 
hundred million dollars in federal money that senator coleman senator klobuchar vowed to remove the cap 
from whatever it takes to replace this bridge they will get the money to do it i want to talk a little bit about 
what's happening out here right now the recovery crews are on the scene they've been here throughout the 
morning suspending their efforts last night about one o'clock this morning because of the dangerous 
dangerous situation you heard the fire chief and the police chief talking about just how dangerous the 
situation is i think tim golan talked about the fact that so many brave first responders were climbing up uh the 
the walls of concrete and also the structural steel swimming between structural girders not knowing if they 
would give way at any moment they want to make absolutely sure that the first responders the people who 
are 





the first responders the people who are going to be in the water and going to be around the concrete are 
safe so that there's no more fatality involved in this terrible disaster i talked about that a little bit but they will 
be here throughout the day divers already in the water in some portions hoping to start the recovery process 
again somewhere between 20 and 30 people unaccounted for that's the best estimate according to 
minneapolis police department also we have of course we were talking about the the school bus that was 
precariously positioned on the south end of this bridge almost falling over into the water fortunately that bus 
had made it all the way across the bridge and was on the portion that was above the uh parkway the west 
river road parkway when that bridge let loose so it landed on firm ground so it was not over the water very 
fortunate about that there were somewhere in the neighborhood of 60 to 62 children they were from a 
community center in the phillips neighborhood the wait heights community center they had been at a an 
outing yesterday afternoon up at bunker hills regional park perhaps visiting the wave pool that so many kids 
find so popular on a very hot summer day on their way back there's going to be a news conference at the 
weight heights community center at 11 30. that's about 35 40 minutes from now where we'll hear more about 
the amazing story how all those kids came off you know terry gruka was one of the reporters covering this 
story last night well into the evening she spoke with a number of the kids from waite park and some of the 
parents as well in those anxious moments waiting for parents to reunite with their children let's listen it was 
really scary inches from disaster that's how close alexis martinez and 59 other kids on the school bus came 
from landing in the river it was like it felt like it was in the movie but it was real life and when we went all the 
way down i just saw smoke everywhere 
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saw smoke everywhere even after that terrifying plunge most of these kids walked away with just cuts and 
bruises clearly visibly shaken from what they had survived two drivers behind them helped get the kids off 
the bus it turns out they were all that separated the bus from the water very horrifying but we're on that part 
that this little road that comes across here that goes underneath the bridge our section fell on that otherwise 
we would have been in the water now mark rosenker the chair of the ntsb also made the comment in the 
news conference that wrapped up just moments ago about how they're going to be recovering the pieces 
and then reassembling the pieces of this bridge much like a jigsaw puzzle they don't actually put it together 
and make it stand again but they lay it out like they do in airline disaster they find as many pieces as they 
can and lay out those pieces according to how they were situated before the disaster that way they can really 
pinpoint the exact uh portion or point of that structure that gave way first when they see metal on metal 
rubbing against a piece of metal perhaps or a crack that led to a wider crack they'll be doing that karen i 
should also point out that that the chairman of the ntsb said that there's going to be setting they'll be setting 
up a witness phone line for people to call in they're going to want witnesses to actually call in and talk to the 
ndsb to become part of this investigation as well as you mentioned that video anybody who has witness 
video is going to be very important to the ntsb investigation so that's it the situation from here right now we'll 
be uh staying on top of this throughout the day as the search resumes for recovering bodies that are still 
trapped in the mississippi river perhaps in cars or just underneath all the rubble but we'll stay on top of it 
throughout the noon and uh well into the afternoon yeah bill as we were talking 
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afternoon yeah bill as we were talking earlier we're talking about how much how how technologically 
advanced we are and then how every photo and cell phone camera and video and everyone's armed with 
these things now and they really have opportunities to capture those immediate moments or maybe even 
someone capture the actual bridge collapsing yeah we've already seen some of that video in fact off of cell 
phones we've seen some security video of course that video from cnn that so clearly shows how this uh 
bridge collapsed from the south end up to the north end so yeah it's very important in their investigation 
karen and we'll continue to stay on top of that as we continue this morning thank you so much bill for that 
update and thank want to get to uh well many of you have been asking just how you can help memorial 
blood center is one way that you can help out some of the victims they're accepting blood donations you can 
walk in to donate blood however everyone is urged to give a call first the number here is on the screen 1-888 


give blood the centers are now open they will stay open until nine o'clock tonight and as always you can find 
information on our website wcco.com links and the reason that they're doing that is because they want to 
make sure that um that they do not have too many people in there they want to make sure they can 
accommodate everyone that steps inside there another continuing our coverage this morning emergency 
medical triage sites were set up on both sides of the river many survivors on the south side were transported 
to hcmc which we've been live at all morning 22 came in with non-critical injuries six with critical injuries and 
one of those people died around midnight john rieger has more for us soon after the collapse ambulances 
sped to hcmc which went to full emergency status by 6 15. many casualties came in on gurney's bleeding 
their necks wrapped with braces a few were able to walk from the ambulance into the hospital but were 
clearly injured and shaken a pregnant woman was among the hurt her injuries similar to the blunt force type 
suffered by many others 
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type suffered by many others injuries to the head and face and extremities the problem with these types of 
injuries is you don't know the extent of the internal injuries and that's what we're determining right now my 
wife was driving the school bus worried family members rushed to check on loved ones some of whom were 
children riding that school bus they're pretty scared we are pretty scared as medical personnel ran to their 
stations more family members arrived trying to sort out who was injured i've heard two stories he's hurt and 
my sister's not but now i've heard she's hurt more and he's not as hurt michelle west's sister sustained 
massive head trauma her two nieces and brother-in-law in a car with her fractured their backs i'm just like 
frazzled i just can't believe it i feel like i'm in a dream or something i'm going to check in now with chris and 
see how the weather's going to hold out today as these rescue efforts and recovery efforts continue today 
the weather will certainly cooperate temperatures have backed off quite a bit now that that cold front passed 
last night yesterday was a toasty one 92 degrees was the afternoon high and we didn't see much in the form 
of rainfall in fact the only storm report i saw was [ ___] rapids one report of three quarter inch hail as that 
frontal boundary passed through but most of the metro saw zero rain take a look at the temperatures right 
now around the state of minnesota you'll see that they're cooler than they've been we should not hit the 90s 
today in fact we should put the brakes on in the mid 80s 78 degrees right now in the twin cities we are 
certainly one of the warm spots saint cloud not too far behind at 76. i want to show you the dew points much 
more comfortable air not a muggy feeling at all when you step outside once those dew points fall below 60 
the air is on the dry side and feels rather refreshing take a look at the showers they were very limited as they 
passed through the twin cities this is going back to about six o'clock last night we had the cloud cover and 
now we've got nothing that's high pressure cleaning out the area keeping us cloud free precipitation free and 
high pressure 





precipitation free and high pressure will continue to slip down over the region which will calm the winds down 
later on but for today the wind will be out of the northwest about 10 to 15 miles per hour you'll note the drop 
in the humidity and temperatures peaking out at about 85 this afternoon similar temperatures tomorrow some 
clouds billowing in later on in the day finally a chance of showers again on saturday temperatures start to 
climb toward the upper 80s as we head toward next week you'll also notice the humidity rising especially 
sunday and monday there will be warm and muggy days and we have little chances of showers from 
saturday through tuesday and our deficit continues to build any rainfall we received yesterday was very 
spotty at best so yes we keep our drought conditions rolling severe drought conditions including many parts 
of the twin cities but the next couple of days certainly on the comfortable side mid 80s lots of sunshine and 
low humidity karen all right thank you chris yes well as we continue our coverage on the bridge collab at this 
hour we uh we'll keep hearing stories of heroism and people that are stepping in to do amazing things and 
moments right after the bridge collapsed before even the reality of what had happened set in people who 
saw the collapse jumped in tried to help tried to save lives darcy poland was there and has more on those 
witnesses first they saw the collapse i can clearly see it right out my window all of a sudden i saw a little bit of 
a buckling and just plumes and plumes of dust and then scrat like splashes and screams then dozens of 


witnesses rushed to help those trapped and injured just started just doing what we're supposed to do started 
helping out as me and maybe 15 other people are actually starting carrying people to the to the ambulances 
and had to carry one one body the cars are actually pioneering piling on each other in the river or right on the 
bank of the river i should say rescue crews actually pulled a woman out of this car flipped over on the bank 
unbelievably she was not only conscious 
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unbelievably she was not only conscious but she was moving her arms meantime bystanders continued to 
lend a hand i was working with the ems crew and they had the jaws of life or something prying the car open 
then we helped get a it was a pregnant lady i would actually held onto a backboard and carried her out 
there's people various injuries had obvious head wounds a lot of lacerations to the arms and a lot of distant 
disorientation they were very shaken didn't really know what happened to a certain extent and just trying to 
trying to get out as far as you know as fast as they could get away from the actual site so one of the 
gentlemen was actually swimming in the river looking for his daughter it's pretty sad in the midst of so much 
tragedy and devastation of such catastrophic proportions emerged acts of selflessness compassion and 
heroism as all this chaos is going around and we're trying to bring defibrillators and spools of wire or cable so 
they can get the jaws of life and stuff get some of these people out and get them strapped in appropriately 
but everybody was scrambling to do whatever they could taking direction actually pretty well it's even though 
it was terrifying you get this almost crazy sense of calm now just about 10 minutes ago press conference 
wrapped up out at the stone arch bridge involving governor plenty and several other national state and local 
leaders pat kessler joins us from there live a lot of things talked about out there today a lot of things needed 
to be talked about right there's a lot of things on the plate right now here is what we know the federal officials 
today did tour the site this morning for about an hour the national transportation safety board has begun an 
investigation which it says could last up to a year senator norm coleman and senator amy klobuchar say that 
they are prepared to go into washington today they toured the site also they're prepared to return to 
washington 
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they're prepared to return to washington today and immediately get 100 million dollars to aid in recovery and 
rebuilding of this uh disaster and the u.s secretary of transportation mary peters says their own investigation 
is underway in transportation and depending on what the transportation department discovers they may 
move very quickly to inspect other bridges like this around the country fully understand what happened and 
we can take we will take every step possible to ensure that something like this does not happen again i've 
spoken with the d.o.t inspector general last night he will monitor all of the investigations and then decide very 
quickly what kind of short-term actions need to be taken i've also made it very clear to the governor to 
senator coleman to senator clochevar and to senator ellis and congressman ellison that we are prepared to 
provide financial and technical assistance needed to keep the both the road and the river traffic moving and 
to get this bridge rebuilt safely and as soon as possible there are massive uh plans that are underway in 
order to get things back to normal traffic commerce all those kinds of things and there are many other 
bridges around the state including a number that are just like this one that collapsed yesterday in 
minneapolis so governor tim pawlenty says he has ordered inspections immediately of all of those bridges as 
well as bridges which are declared structurally deficient they said today that that doesn't mean they're going 
to fall down but they want to know they want to get a very good sense as to what exactly is going on with 
other bridges around the state of minnesota reporting live in minneapolis pat kessler wcco 4 news all right i 
believe that bill hudson is still at the scene for us this morning we're going to check in with bill and see what's 
going on there as the recovery efforts continue bill well just a lot of people still wandering by crowding 
university avenue karen because so many people want to get some glimpse at this horrible tragedy 
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some glimpse at this horrible tragedy behind us as you can see the bridge we're on the university avenue 
entrance to 35 w which would be going southbound you could see the structure behind us folded up like a 
well like an accordion on this end of the bridge but we looked at that video earlier that was secured by cnn 
showing the actual surveillance camera video from a building on the south end right around the lock and dam 
area there you could clearly see how the bridge started collapsing on the south end and worked its way to 
the north so that's obviously one of the bits of video that the ntsb team of 19 hot shot inspectors are going to 
be looking for right away as they try to pinpoint the cause the big order of the day of course is going to be the 
recovery they still have somewhere in the neighborhoods of 20 to 30 people according to minneapolis police 
estimates of uh of uh people that are unknown whereabouts they figured they were on the bridge and now 
they can't find them they're not among the injured they're not among the fatalities so obviously they're going 
to start searching the waters and have already in fact been doing that this morning but it is very difficult very 
dangerous situation because of the precarious nature in in the way that the concrete and the superstructure 
fell into the water they're not working on a good firm footing down there they're working underwater where a 
number of these cars presumably came to rest it's estimated that there was somewhere in the neighborhood 
60 or more vehicles cars trucks and vehicles on the bridge when it collapsed so they're looking looking for a 
number of those vehicles that are not on top they have not recovered don't know where they might be so 
that's the recovery effort that will take place governor pawlenty spoke earlier at the news conference that 
wrapped up here within the last half hour he spoke about the past investigations and past inspections 
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past investigations and past inspections of this bridge and what the term uh some type of structural 
deficiency which was found back in 2006 what that really means let's listen to the governor good morning 
this is obviously a horrific incident that takes your breath away and and sinks your heart and in the horror of 
this incident there is a silver lining and that shines through and that is the goodness of minnesotans and you 
saw it in the tremendous response of the first responders and emergency responders a tremendous 
outpouring of support and resources and personnel and equipment they did a tremendous job and i think 
saved a lot of lives that were at risk in the moments and hours after the bridge initially collapsed we also see 
goodness in bystanders and good samaritans who weren't wearing a uniform but ran to the problem ran to 
the crisis ran to the challenge and the danger to be helpful another reflection of minnesotans goodness and 
so it's in this horror and then this tragedy you see a silver lining of the goodness of the people of minnesota 
also obviously the data and the general accounts today are going to become much more personal you're 
going to see the identities perhaps in the coming days of people who have lost their lives in this tragedy have 
been injured the accounts of how that happened and the pain and the burden of that is going to be visited 
upon families in minnesota and we want them to know that the city and the state and the federal officials 
have them and others all across minnesota and all across the country are praying for those families and are 
thinking of them in these hours and days and months of tragedy and and very very difficult times in terms of 
the response from here obviously as the mayor indicated the effort now is on recovery that's going to have to 
take place in concert with the ntsb investigation 
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in concert with the ntsb investigation as you'll see in just a moment the leader of the ntsb investigation team 
and the ntsb overall is here he will provide some comments but what he is indicating is their investigation will 
take place they will be treating this area and the area of the bridge essentially as an investigation scene or in 
some respects a crime scene so they want to be careful about how and when things are moved in addition to 
the recovery effort and then once that is completed then of course the debris removal process will kick in and 
we've been in concert with the federal officials i want to thank our congressional delegation senators 
klobuchar and senator coleman and secretary peters and congressman ellison and all the other members of 
the congressional delegation they have been wonderful as partners in this and the secretary will describe 
more in just a moment of the federal government's offer of support and help and it's significant in its prompt 
and we appreciate that but of course that once the debris removal takes place that will allow us then to begin 
the rebuilding process of this bridge and we'll get to that in due course but it's going to be a significant effort 


senator poger miller the leader of the minnesota senate and speaker kelleher are here as well and of course 
we will do whatever it takes to move this along on an emergency a basis and then finally of course there's 
going to be a lot of disruption in terms of traffic patterns economic activity downtown and beyond so we are 
already working on and deploying alternative plans for transportation transit and the like that will hopefully 
alleviate some of that in the coming weeks and months uh but with that i guess we'll turn it over to the 
secretary of transportation we're glad that she's here so promptly secretary mary peters governor thanks so 
much thank you thank you you've been listening to us of the press conference that took place just a little 
while ago governor palenci there and several other state and national leaders also at that uh that press 
conference which we'll be continuing to talk about as the day progresses we had the u.s secretary of 
transportation mary peters she was here as well as our senators u.s senators norm coleman and amy 
klobuchar as well 
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norm coleman and amy klobuchar as well as congressman keith ellison and mayor rt rabbik talking about the 
things we're going to be tackling as the days continue and as we move through today too we do have 
reporters down on the scene all across the metro area this morning tackling all of the issues we did just 
learned a couple of minutes ago i believe heather brown is down near the river the divers for right now have 
been called out of the water they're waiting to get the go ahead from the ntsb as to whether or not they can 
move back in and begin diving because of such a dangerous situation there they don't know exactly how 
many people are still missing and it might possibly be in the river there anywhere maybe up to 30 people 
they could still be in the in the mississippi river we will continue to keep you posted as a recovery efforts 
there began chief dolan tim dolan talked a little earlier and he talked about how difficult this recovery mission 
is actually going to be and how tough it's going to be over the next couple hours um his number of vehicles 
that are underneath big pieces of concrete there and they do they do know that there are some people still in 
those vehicles let's go back uh we want to hear some more about the news conference which lasted about 
30 minutes updating us on the current situations as i mentioned just a second ago u.s secretary of um u.s 
secretary was here and she talked a little bit her name is mary peters she's a u.s secretary of transportation 
let's hear from from her from the press conference a little while ago first and foremost on behalf of president 
bush vice president cheney and and the whole administration our sympathy goes out to this community to 
those who lost loved ones to those who were injured you are all in our thoughts and prayers we also want to 
share the gratitude of those who helped with the rescue and recovery efforts what we saw many of us on 
television last night from washington d.c was a community not just of emergency responders but as as the 
governor said as the mayor said normal people who came to this scene and helped rescue others and i'm 
sure saved lives in the process of doing that i am here today on behalf of the president to offer the full 
support of the federal government particularly the u.s department of transportation as we respond to this 
emergency i plan 
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as we respond to this emergency i plan to provide a support role and to expedite federal financial assistance 
as governor palente and may and the mayor have indicated as they lead this response effort this recovery 
period of this important incident i've asked our bridge and our engineering staff from the federal highway 
administration to provide their full support to the state and to the national transportation safety board as they 
analyze what happened here my experts my staff including federal highway administrator rick kapka will stay 
here on ground to provide that kind of assistance we fully understand what happened and we can take we 
will take every step possible to ensure that something like this does not happen again i've spoken with the 
dot inspector general last night he will monitor all of the investigations and then decide very quickly what kind 
of short-term actions need to be taken i've also made it very clear to the governor to senator coleman to 
senator clochevar and to senator ellis and congressman ellison that we are prepared to provide financial and 
technical assistance needed to keep the both the road and the river traffic moving and to get this bridge 
rebuilt safely and as soon as possible we will employ every method that we have at our spo at disposal to do 
that today i am making an initial distribution of five million dollars from the department this money will be 


available today to help restore the traffic flow to clear the debris to set up detours and to begin the repair 
work we stand ready to make all of the additional appropriate funds available as the state completes his 
assessment of the total damage and the ultimate cost to replace this bridge d.o.t will absolutely lock arms 
with local government officials and be a partner in the rebuilding of this vital commerce and and commuting 
order here the sad memory of this tragedy will never fade but we're going to make sure that last night's 
damage and debris will become a thing of the past we'll rebuild this bridge repair it and reestablish it in this 
community as quickly as we can governor thank you so much you have been listening to mary peter she's 
the u.s secretary of transportation 
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transportation promising that they will do whatever it takes to rebuild the bridge and to find out exactly what 
caused the bridge to collapse and they're automatically giving five million dollars to move this process 
forward president bush also spoke from the rose garden earlier this morning around 10 a.m and also 
promised his support and his condolences of course for all the victims and family members we have sound 
now from his comments made earlier this morning take a listen we talked about the fact that the bridge 
collapsed and that uh we in the federal government must respond and respond robustly to help the people 
there not only recover but to make sure that lifeline of activity that bridge gets rebuilt as quickly as possible 
today you were just listening to president bush they're from the rose garden talking about our tragic bridge 
collapse here in minneapolis and how the promises of money and aid and condolences of course for the 
victims angela davis has been live down at hcmc for us all morning and has a report an injury update for us 
this morning good morning angela hi there karen yeah the doctors here have been gracious enough to come 
out uh periodically to give us an update uh on the people who were brought here they treated a total of 24 
people brought here to hennepin county medical center it is a level one trauma center so they are trained 
equipped to deal with a disaster as large as we saw yesterday the doctors tell us that they have performed 
surgeries on some of those most seriously injured folks people who literally had parts of their bodies crushed 
and ruptured from the impact of that fall and being in their vehicles and people who suffered you know quite 
a bit of emotional distress too because of what they witnessed we know that earlier this morning they had six 
people here in critical condition who they were watching very closely and the doctors told us that around 
midnight one of those patients died that was a man who suffered severe trauma blunt force trauma to his 
chest 
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trauma blunt force trauma to his chest basically his his body was crushed and he died around midnight so 
now they have five people in critical condition and 10 people who are in satisfactory condition who they are 
watching those folks among those there are five children we're told that those children are actually in stable 
condition and are expected to survive um the scene though last night uh was just you know chaotic some 
people were able to walk in uh though bleeding and and so sort of holding parts of their bodies that were 
hurting the doctors say that they have drills you know regularly here because it is a trauma center to prepare 
for something like this to practice but they've never seen anything like this in the magnitude they were able to 
get in and quickly move people out of the emergency room who were not seriously injured for the the influx of 
folks will be coming here from the scene at the bridge they were also able to clear some folks out of the 
intensive care unit to some other rooms to get those folks who really needed attention immediately into those 
rooms they had chaplains here still have chaplains here talking to family members and the victims because 
they do many of them vividly remembered what they saw last night and are struggling with not only their own 
injuries but again what they saw what they witnessed and just concern about what has happened to our 
community the emotional distress is something that we'll all be dealing with for a long time they were able to 
uh this morning identify all the people who were treated here folks went to several hospitals some folks were 
sent over to north memorial people went to abbott northwestern as well as fairview university hospital but the 
situation here this morning we're waiting for another update they say this afternoon some of the surgeons 
some of the doctors who performed the surgeries on those folks who had you know a diaphragm ruptured 


you know parts of their chests also ruptured oh also i should let you know we talked on the phone i know last 
night in a lot of our coverage people saw the image of that school bus on the bridge and the woman who was 
actually driving that school bus i was able to talk to her husband on the telephone just a few minutes ago 
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telephone just a few minutes ago and he says that her situation that her health is actually improving she has 
a cracked vertebrae a serious back injury and also a shoulder injury and he said that last night she was not 
able to move her legs and she was in a lot of pain but this morning she is moving her legs and is doing better 
she's being x-rayed right now but he's hopeful that that she will be improving recovering she's already doing 
better than she was last night but he too again talked about the emotional distress and just the the vivid 
images that people have in their minds in addition to the physical injuries they have to their bodies karen 
that's great news though coming to us from the the school bus driver because i know everyone uh is just 
holding tight to that story because all the kids got off of that bus safely so nice to hear that the driver is uh is 
making her way towards recovery too and we're also angela and you know this as well we should have an 
update um around 11 30 this morning that we hope to carry live for everyone um from the school where 
those little kids where the school uh kids came from so we can hear more from them and and the school 
officials and the get their get hopefully an uplifting bit of the story today and it's good to know the doctors 
made a point of letting us know that the children that are here they are in stable uh condition they're they're 
improving but obviously you know they're going to need a lot of support and people to talk to in the days 
weeks months ahead that's still probably going to be uh in shock for the next couple days thank you angela 
for that report we also have some new video that is just coming in we want to share it with you um video will 
probably continue to come in as as people get home and start looking over the pictures and photos that 
they've taken this looks like it happened just moments after the bridge collapsed you can see the fire 
rupturing there the school bus that we were talking about with those kids from uh wait park and of course the 
smoke and and flames just building up from the from the scene there so if you have any video any pictures 
that you want to share with us any stories to tell us we want to hear them all so send it to us wcco.com we 
have a whole page dedicated uh bridge collapse and go to that page send us your information pictures 
anything you've got because we this story will clearly be 
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because we this story will clearly be continuing for weeks days and months if not now i also want to point out 
that we just learned that governor pawlenty just arrived at the hotel where family members of those missing 
are staying clearly he's there to give his condolences and be there with them to show his support for those 
family members that are still missing some of their loved ones and also bill i know you're standing by out 
there at the scene for me i want to point out too that governor tim pawlenty has ordered an immediate 
inspection of all the bridges that have a design like the one that collapsed that our bridge that collapsed 
yesterday so and now an immediate inspection is going to take place which is a big relief to a lot of people 
because i know a lot of people were talking about now that you know you're scared driving over the bridges 
you know yeah you certainly are going to think twice every time you go over one now for quite some time 
because this has sent real shock waves throughout the throughout the community karen one of the things 
that mary peters was talking about this morning in that news conference was the fact that the last time a 
bridge collapsed for no known reason being that it wasn't hit by a barge or wasn't hit by some uh big tanker 
truck or something like that that has happened several times in recent years but the last time a bridge just 
kind of gave way like this one did last night was 1983 apparently on interstate 95 i believe out in connecticut 
they found in that case it was a sheared pin a sheared pin in the actual peering system this bridge didn't 
have that type of system it doesn't have those types of pins so it's it's not a similar you can't compare this 
one with the one that collapsed for no known reason back in 1983. so they're going to be looking at the 
superstructure and hairline cracks evidence of any hairline cracks things in the peering of the concrete 
whether or not that was weak or gave loose those are the types of things they look for we also want to point 
out that we spoke or we listened to the news conference from this morning and uh keith ellison our 
congressman from the fifth district was there and he 
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from the fifth district was there and he spoke about how this community has really pulled together in this 
times of tragedy let's listen to congressman ellison once again we learned that we really do need each other 
that despite our different walks of life that when tragedy hits we come together and i'm so proud to be a 
minnesotan today because we've shown our compassion for each other we've shown that compassionate 
people and responsible government can bring about results for people and so i just want to say that i want to 
i just want to say that i am so proud of the people who jumped into the water and who went the extra mile to 
rescue and save our citizens and i just want to say that we are all we are all at loss for the families who've 
lost their family members in this terrible tragedy their loss is our loss and we embrace that and i just want to 
say that i've been in direct contact with our chairman oberstar of the transportation committee he is very 
concerned and spoke eloquently on the house floor about this tragedy and about how heartfelt it was along 
with congressman ramstead congressman congresswoman bachmann congresswoman mccullum and then 
also congresswoman peterson and klein were also very concerned and expressed their their solidarity with 
us here today and so we will be working together responsive government compassionate people to talk 
about rescuing recovery but also rebuilding and also finding out what happened we're gonna face this 
tragedy bravely as we always do so again it's good to be a minnesotan today and it's good to be an american 
today and we have to stand together and we will be successful and we will look back at this tragedy with 
sorrow but also with a sense that if we come together we can come through anything thank you those are the 
thoughts of congressman ellison this morning spoken quite 
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ellison this morning spoken quite eloquently at the news conference that wrapped up about a half an hour 
ago the ntsb is here with its go team this is the team of 19 specialists in a wide array of disciplines the 
engineers the structural steel people the concrete people the design people transportation people these are 
the the investigators who will get their hands dirty roll up their sleeves and start digging and picking away at 
the plan for this bridge looking at any potential flaws looking for signs of evidence of what may have led to 
this collapse one of the things that the chair of the ntsb left us with this morning is the fact the public's going 
to be very involved in that karen they want to see video such as the video that cnn released this morning 
showing the actual collapse of the bridge the seconds that it happened you could clearly see this bridge 
falling down from the south working towards the north in a sequence of uh destruction so they'll be wanting 
to hear from other businesses there's going to be a special phone line set up for people who witnessed the 
the accident yesterday they'll want to hear from them and they'll be setting up a special website we'll be 
providing a link to that website as soon as it becomes clear karen all right bill thank you for the latest coming 
to us from out there at the scene we uh we have bob gibbons on the phone with us from metro transit bob 
can you hear me yes karen all right how did things go so far today well pretty good i think we saw light 
motoring traffic we also saw some uh lighter use of transit we had 25 buses available to provide additional 
service from six park and rides we actually just needed to use four of those buses this morning we'll continue 
the beefed up service from those six park and ride lots tomorrow and later today we'll add a couple of more 
locations we haven't quite settled on them yet but we'll have some additional capacity to announce later 
today so give us an idea of of what your day has been like and and how you even plan to to prepare and 
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and how you even plan to to prepare and to take care of this situation well we're fortunate that uh we have uh 
practiced this sort of thing and we do a large number of community events that are that are festivals and 
celebrations not like the tragedy for today so we have the infrastructure in place to marshal some additional 
buses uh call to service some additional drivers so it's the type of thing that we're used to and have practiced 
um the i think what we'll see though uh will not be a repeat on monday of what we saw today with the light 
traffic i think some a lot of people stayed home today i think monday we'll get a good sense of of people 
returning to work and then the day after labor day will be the true test i think we'll see very different 
commuting patterns emerge at that time what about for this evening i know it's still early what are the plans 


or recommendations for drivers that are making the evening afternoon commute yes we'll operate our full 
service and then we'll have additional service back to the six park and ride lots for people who are concerned 
if they have an option to take the earlier bus than the one that they normally take that might be worth 
considering because we don't know the level of congestion that we'll encounter as we head home tonight 
and just speaking to all the commuters out there what do you ask of them at this hour well i think patience 
and then a commitment i think a lot of people thought about alternatives today it's something that we're going 
to have to live with for the long haul our our commuters from the north metro the their their their normal 
patterns are going to be changed for the long term and i think seeking options and sharing a ride is one way 
that they can help themselves and the community all right bob gibbons thank you so much for being with us 
trying to keep us straight as we get through this together terry gruka joins us live right now she's out at uh 
wait heights a press conference there that's getting ready to take place and of course this is the one one of 
the many miraculous stories coming to us this morning it absolutely it absolutely is karen as many of you 
folks know this is the site where the kids were 
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this is the site where the kids were part of a field trip yesterday they were on a school bus and the school bus 
was in fact on this bridge when it did fall down all of those kids miraculously made it out some of them have 
been taken to the hospital and are still being treated for their injuries but for the most part most kids suffer 
just cuts and bruises now here at weight house they have been extremely busy all morning long trying to 
contact these families to get updates on the situation with their children to see what they need and how they 
can help out francisco segovia is planning to talk with us here in a few minutes to give us an update on those 
families as well as their children talk a little bit about some of the mental health services and the crisis 
counseling they will provide here at this center we're expecting to hear from a couple of kids as well so i'm 
going to turn it over to him here in just a moment i should tell you too briefly that we did hear a little bit about 
kim dahl she was the bus driver she actually was hired by a charter service the charter service was first 
student and in fact the first student folks tell me that she was requested because she has such a terrific 
reputation with all of these kids um so we're seeing some more of these kids come up right now and i'm 
going to turn it over to them here just briefly we did talk to a few of them this morning clearly still visibly 
shaken up and trying to deal with the trauma of having survived this horrific incident and obviously this place 
will be definitely a source of support for them in the weeks and in the months to come so i'm going to duck 
out of the way because i know they're trying to place some other children on either sides and we're expecting 
to hear from several of these kids coming up here in just a little bit karen so i'm going to let you go and we'll 
have this for you here live all right terry thank you so much and of course we're looking forward to hearing 
from those kids very strong kids after surviving what they did yesterday bob given gibbons uh with metro 
transit talked to us just a few minutes ago and basically just asked for everyone's patience as we all know 
that we need to be but he just says that it's going to be just a true test of our abilities to find alternate routes 
that the metro transit is going to offer additional buses and they ask 
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offer additional buses and they ask people to to use the rail service do whatever they can to try to lighten this 
load because it's going to be a mess he said that today was probably a pretty easy day simply because so 
many people probably stayed home um to avoid the traffic nightmare that will take place 280 is the is the 
main route there and of course metro transit going to provide as many buses as possible they're going to 
figure this out as we go and as the days progress and he said he said we're going to take you back to that 
presser now at weight height which uh which has to do with the school best kids that all survived yesterday in 
other parts of the city uh but obviously we're here because of uh the events of uh tragic events of yesterday i 
just want to give you the information that uh we have at as the moment and i'm gonna introduce you to 
francisco segovia who is the director of this center and the other wonderful folks up here are actually the staff 
most of whom i think are all of whom are on the bus yesterday and they are willing to answer your questions 
if you have any after our opening comments as far as we know there were 61 people on the bus including 58 
staff and uh youth from our program here at white house and the driver and the two of the drivers children 


this was a leased vehicle a rented vehicle from first student which is a large transportation of uh of young 
people organization and the driver was employed by that organization the group had just returned was on its 
way back from a sort of a recreational day camp experience out at uh bunker hills uh water park uh and they 
were uh coming back to the center to be uh dropped off and uh reunited with their parents um as the 
accident occurred 
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um as the accident occurred as you all know and some of these folks here did some magnificent things to 
get those children and each other off that bus and safely uh on ground and uh connected to uh to the 
hospital or parents or whoever was there to help uh our understanding is that 14 of people on the bus were 
admitted to the hospital or one of two hospitals last night either north memorial or hennepin county medical 
center and today the last word that we have is that four people remain hospitalized two adults um and two 
children to the best of our knowledge uh we are also aware that some of the people the young people who 
were released either last night or this morning or who didn't go to the hospital at all are today being taken to 
the uh various hospitals or clinics by their parents to make sure that things are okay it is it is a source of 
great relief and joy that no one was killed or otherwise severely harmed we certainly our sympathies are with 
the people who remain in the hospital with some significant injuries we don't know the extent of those injuries 
at this particular point but certainly our thoughts and prayers are with them um with that i'll turn it over to 
francisco segovia for any comments that he has and then we'll open it up to the to you all uh to any of the 
young people that you want to speak with well i just want to thank everyone for being here today and with us 
and um i just want to say that i'm happy that every child is safe and i want to thank every one of the youth 
workers who did a tremendous job yesterday getting those kids out of the bus and uh so that's pretty much 
what i have to say and thanks again for being here with us and i would like to open the room for a 
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would like to open the room for a question that you may have just one moment before before just to let you 
know uh uh as things develop if things change uh we will uh notify those of you who wish to be notified so at 
the conclusion of this conferences if you would make sure we have your names or or whatever we will uh 
make an effort to get back to you tony you said there are two adults is that the bus driver a staff person or 
can you give us any sort of actually it's three people two of our our people and the bus driver i understand is 
still hospitalized how were they injured uh i i don't know i assume it was from the fall i don't know the extent 
of their injuries the the bus fell what i've been told approximately 30 feet so i don't know i don't know exactly 
how they were injured we talked to a couple of the kids today and they specifically talk about jeremy and 
jeremy jeremy is uh on my left here yes can you ask your question again please just a lot of the kids had 
talked a little bit about your efforts to help them and i'm just curious what went through your mind and what 
you did yesterday when it happened i didn't even i thought i was dreaming because i was just sleeping 
because i was tired i woke up at nine o'clock we took the kids to go to swimming lessons and then we came 
back to get ready to go to our other field trip i was kind of tired so i was i went to sleep and then one of the 
kids woke me up right before we hit the bridge and i was looking at the bridge and i remember because i was 
looking at the dam and i was thinking we used to fish down there and i was everything was going through my 
head and then i seen where the boats crossed through and then i just heard a big bang and i thought we 
were in a car accident but then i felt the bus going down because i feel like i was going over the seat and 
then it crashed boom landed and then 
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and then it crashed boom landed and then felt like we kept still going because then it went down again then it 
crashed and it stopped and then you could hear kids like moaning and crying and the dust was in the air you 
couldn't see the kids yet though and then when the dust settled down they all just started screaming and 

screaming we're gonna go on the river we're gonna go in the river then i looked over at the river and then my 
heart started beating fast and i just jumped over the seats and i opened the back of the door and i kicked the 


coolers out and then i turned around and tried to throw kids off of the bus and all the kids were landing up on 
the bridge right there by the bus and i could feel this bridge still shaking and i'm trying to tell them you got to 
get off the bridge you got to get off the bridge and then people are running up to the bridge hand them to me 
and i'm handing kids over to the guys that were on the streets right below it and that's jeremy how old are 
you 20 20 years old your last name jeremy hernandez we spelled that book h-r-n-a-n-d-e-z did it feel like a 
long time or no time at all from when from when you first started to go down yeah it felt like forever jeremy 
talk more about the kids what were they like they were all screaming they were all they were thinking they 
were going to die even when we were safe they were just they wanted their parents and then they didn't 
want nobody to leave them they all were trying to hold on to all the staffs at once and they just didn't want to 
let go they just i didn't think they know that they were safe yet until they've seen their parents who's the age 
range for kids there and what is your what is your role with thing with the group here the age limit i believe is 
kindergarten and up to seventh eighth ninth we got kids that go to high school that work with us and i'm my 
role here is i'm the gym coordinator so i'm i'm in the gym with them every day open i mean doing games 
activities 
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i'm just glad to be there to help them that i don't know what i would have did if i had to turn on the tv and 
seen it on the tv and heard that one of them died jeffrey you mentioned that when your kid was in you're 
going to die and they were getting another gun and you're very scared you know you're not much older than 
these little kids the high school kids was like time stopped for you and your you know who had prevailed but 
what was going through your mind while you're running through the seats and you don't i don't want to die i 
don't want to die i'm we're getting off the bus the bus was still felt like the bus was still moving or it could 
have been just the gravity that was pulling me back into the seat but it felt like we were still moving and i 
didn't want to go into the river i've been in the river before i don't want to go that way when you see the 
picture today of how close your bus was to ending up in ai didn't really think the whole bridge gave away like 
i thought it was just our bus i didn't know until i turned around and i seen cars in the river and that's when it 
really kind of hit me but it didn't really hit me until i got home and i was safe and i was had time to think like 
what did i do the whole day yeah did you know who the guys were who you were handing kids to or were 
they just guys they were just people that were rushing up trying to help how many kids did you pass to them 
uh um i don't i don't remember counting i just remember grabbing and then putting them down grabbing and 
putting them down i don't i couldn't i don't know the exact number a lot of the kids describe you as a hero 
what do the kids mean to you they're like like my brothers my little sisters like i've been working here for five 
years i feel like they're a part of me i every day i come ii come to see them their smiles and do you feel lucky 
oh yeah lucky lucky that i'm alive lucky that i could 
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lucky that i'm alive lucky that i could live to see another day lucky that no kids were killed or seriously injured 
did you see the semi that was on fire yes it was did you was that when you were hanging kids off or did you 
see that later i didn't really look at any other cars until we got the driver bus let driver bus driver off the bus 
that's when i had time to really look because i was still on the bridge and i was looking like to make sure that 
there was no other kids running around the bus or on the bridge for it to collapse and i was looking at the 
semi and i was thinking to myself i'm glad we we we timed the perfect if we would have been a little bit faster 
a little bit later we could either been in the river or crushed by that block of cement was it difficult to get the 
driver out she she kind of she moved on her own i bet it was the adrenaline rush like i had because she was 
moving she just wanted to make sure that they were okay everybody was okay she told me everybody was 
off the bus so we can do any of the other children that you helped out today i haven't did you stay till 
everyone was off the bus i i stayed to everybody that got home with their parents or either went to the 
doctors how were you sitting on the bus when it happened uh like second sheet from the back third seat did 
you get hurt my hip hurts my leg but i'm hoping it's nothing long term i can i'm gonna live that's what i'm 
worried about you were you on the right side so you could see the falls no i was oni was on the right side 
correct looking at the falls describe that feeling as the bus was going down here what was going through 


your mind what did it feel i felt like we were on a roller coaster ride at valley fair and my stomach was in my 
chest and i was waiting for it to stop and i thought we were going to end up in the water and i was just 
thinking like how can we so many things were going through my mind i don't want to swim i don't i can't swim 
and help kids i i'm glad that we didn't end up in the water 
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were you able to sleep last night or are you just running over this in your head i didn't go to sleep till four or 
five in the morning i was back up at nine o'clock yeah why is that parents my mom was calling me telling me 
she loved me and things were going to i was making making sure that all the kids were okay i was just 
thinking about the kids and staff members that were injured people at the hospital hoping that they were okay 
and nothing that was long term did your mom know you were on that bus yes she did she thought she said 
she see me getting wheeled away on a stretcher some of the other things you guys observed jeremy doing 
this were you guys helping out what were you guys doing when you come to the microphone give us your 
name too please and talk about the whole drawer and what your title is um um my name is ophego vinces uh 
i'll faygo vance's e-l-f-e-g-o vince's v-e-n-c-e-s and i also help on the gym with jeremy so like um so what's 
the questions you guys asked subscribe you know what you saw and helping the children first i like when we 
first entered the bridge my eyes were still open but then i saw the traffic and i was like oh it's going to take a 
while before we get out this bridge so i closed my eyes and all of a sudden i hear a first tumble like go down 
the bus go down i thought we got in a car accident i looked around and i feel like at first i felt like like oh it's 
just something that hit us and stuff and it kept tumbling and and all of a sudden i just hear kids screaming 
and all this smoke was everywhere and we landed once i heard jeremy like opening the back door we were 
trying to get as many kids out before the adults and i was also helping 
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the adults and i was also helping jeremiah to get out the kids from the bridge all the way to the other people 
that was helping us in the bottom to to get the kids off the bridge and away from the where the everything 
happened and so yeah that's what basically that happened to me so you're just passing yeah yeah from 
there from yeah we also like i was also on the in the bus waiting for like as as much kids before i came out 
helped jeremy out too to like because he and i like like all these kids were just doing they didn't know what to 
do but just if i try to follow what we're trying to say to them where did you guys go once you got off the bus 
where did you go from there from there we we we left to to the right side of where the bridge like collapsed 
there's like this part where we had to jump off the bridge and start walking towards like this bike trail i think it 
was i don't know if it was because i kind of forgot everything it was just it all happened so fast like in a matter 
of seconds everything just collapsed how far did you have to jump like i'll say like three feet from from where 
like the ground was from the bridge once the tumbling stopped and you know the movement stopped the bus 
how long did it feel to you how did it take until the you know police and responders first started showing up 
how long would you want your own i say for like at least 10 to 20 minutes that we were just there making 
sure we got everybody off the bus and until everybody the the police and everybody arrived and then we 
were seeing who needed the most most attention like try to calm the kids tell them that they're going to be 
okay and we try to do that as much as we can before it was sort of hard because like they were just 
panicking they're like oh i want my mom i won't be safe until i want 
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want my mom i won't be safe until i want my mom and it just like made me want to like help this person like 
try to get as much cell phones to see if they could think call their jeremy i said he was a great reactor that he 
reacted really fast after the accident after we landed he he's the first one to react and after i saw him react i 
started reacting by helping also get kids off the bus can we hear from one of the ladies you tell your name 
and uh your role here yes my name is monica segura s-a-g-u-r-a i'm the summer coordinator this summer 
um can you tell us about that what do i do what was going on with you when you were on the bus at the time 
it happened we were on the bus and i was checking the time and i was like oh it's six o'clock you know we're 


late parents are gonna start calling you know white house and all the kids were playing games and we were 
singing the song in spanish because they like it when we talk in spanish and just sing songs you know um i 
don't want to sing it but it's like an elephant song it's really dorky so we were singing that song and then i had 
one i was in the middle of the seat so we were there we're looking out the window we go over the river and 
the kids are like oh look the mississippi river everybody got uh pointed at it and i was like okay you guys 
need to sit down you know let's sit down and they're all asking are we almost there are we almost there 
monica monica are we almost there because they love doing that and we're going over the river and next 
thing you know i like glanced and i saw this semi truck and i saw it kind of going like that so i was like oh you 
know like what is he doing next thing i Know the bridge just went down and 
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the bridge just went down and i saw that semi truck and i was like oh my god did it hit us and then we just 
went down it's like being in the power tower how it just lets you go so all the kids were just grabbing onto the 
seat i grabbed the two kids i was with so i just went forward all the way forward and i just grabbed them 
trying to not make them hit their head and then all we saw was all this dust no heads no nothing and we were 
quiet like for a minute until jeremy got up and he jumped over the seats he kicked open the door and he's like 
everybody get off the bus that's when all the staff and all the kids once jeremy reacted everybody reacted 
and we were just getting the kids off getting the kids off we're like don't grab your stuff just get off just get off 
it's fine they're like no my book bag my bag my towel and we got off and then there was all these people i 
didn't even know who they were and i was like don't grab them like don't go with any strangers just stay here 
with us your parents are going to be here and once everybody was off the bus that's when we jumped over 
the bridge with the rest of the kids trying to get them all in the group not to separate trying to calm them down 
telling them that everything was okay can you believe now when you look back at that video and you hear 
how many people have died yeah we're we're all in shock i like still can't believe myself that we were in there 
i believe that the kids are in shock too you know i now you know i thank god that you know he was there with 
us you know protecting us and he didn't let us be a little bit back more a little bit forward more like he had us 
right there in that spot because they survived the big one are they kind of like celebrities now in other words 
do all their friends say holy smokes you know you're the coolest one in town well we haven't talked to 





one in town well we haven't talked to them yet most of them are kind of shooken up i was trying to not let 
them be videotaped because they were crying they were too overwhelmed to be videotaped i think that right 
now they're not even thinking about being superstars right now i think it's gonna come later maybe next week 
that they're gonna be like yeah we were on tv or yeah i was in that bridge you know but at least all 50 
students kids are gonna be there telling us that it was so tight i can just see the little kids saying that man you 
guys should have been on that bridge with us so that's one thing that we're all looking forward to it because 
trying to understand a little better what it felt like in that moment of free fall the way i heard you describe it it 
didn't come as a truck it was like it's like it was like being at a roller coaster like in the power tower you know 
how the power tire just lets you drop that's how it felt and once you dropped it like just went down and then 
everybody just stood because everything just stopped moving but but it didn't have a crashing site at the end 
no we didn't hear nothing not even when the other half fell because we were the last ones that the bridge fell 
we didn't hear nothing everything was silent and once the bus stopped moving it was just silent for a minute 
until jeremy got up and he just like let's get off the bus and all the kids just got off they just followed my last 
question to you was it difficult to get the kids to leave their belongings behind when you were trying to get 
them off the bus or many of them saying gosh i got to bring my towel or i got to do this how much of a 
problem was that it wasn't that much of a problem because once they saw that everybody was getting off the 
car the bus and everybody was saying get off the bus we're going to fall in the water we're going to die like 
they're like oh you know like we're all the staffers telling the kids leave your bags there 
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leave your bags there we're going to come back and get them like that's all we told them we're going to come 
back and get them and then they just got out a little bit about i mean the training that you guys go through as 
we what like what prepared you to do we've actually never had a training like this before because who would 
imagine that oh you know in case the bridge falls off we actually have a training for first aid in case an 
emergency we know you know like we need to get the kids to safety and ourselves to safety first of all so i 
think that you know it was someone's reaction you know let's get these kids off the bus and protect them 
white house our youth program is actually like a big family we're all really close we're really close with the 
kids and the parents so we love every single kid you know and we would do anything for them you know like 
jeremy said they're like our brothers and sisters you know where did you go after you got off the bus we got 
off the bus and all the kids were panicking they were running because then they said it was going to explode 
so it was like all chaos but we gathered all the kids up then i was just like you know um they were saying let's 
go to a red cross you know the red cross across the street i was like no we're going to stay here for a minute 
you know i need to gather all these kids up calm them down once i got them all in one section i was just like 
kids i need you guys to line up and we're going to walk around the red cross there's air conditioning and 
there's water and you guys can get something to eat i was like i'll buy you guys something to eat up there 
and actually but you guys need to calm down and we crossed the street and all the staff helped us with all 
the kids and we crossed the street and brought them to the american red cross did they look just the way 
they looked before the trip or did they have dust on them today actually um you couldn't see the dust on us 
that much but um afterwards you could have felt it you know but everybody seemed fine they just had some 





everybody seemed fine they just had some you know bumps and bruises but that's about it we're all fine tell 
us more about your connection with white house did you come here when you were when you were a kid 
yeah i came here when i was a kid i volunteered and i've been working here for five years too so we have 
like this really great connection with all these kids and it's yeah when you got all the kids together did you did 
you count to make sure you had everybody or um yes actually my co-worker was the one that um made the 
whole list to see if all the kids were here i was just making sure they were all fine they were really paranoid 
getting the parents down there and you know just getting water for them and making sure that the ones that 
were injured were taken care of so there wasn't any point where you didn't know where somebody was no 
we always knew where all the kids were at do any of the kids it's a youth that were in the bus there aren't all 
of these are our staff part-time or full-time summer staff so that there aren't any of the children here yeah 
how old are you i'm 19. did you did you did you know the red cross was there or didn't you just suddenly just 
see it we sighed because once we got off there's that big sign and people were calling parents and that kind 
of stuff and we're like you know we're in front of american red cross you know that's where we're at in front of 
american red cross we don't know the averages we don't know where we're just in front of american red 
cross so everybody knew is anybody else well thank you very much thank you all very much 
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you've been listening to a live press conference from the wait house white house community center where 
you just heard several of the uh several of the workers there talk about their experience on that school bus 
yesterday i have to go back and talk about uh jeremy hernandez the 20 year old that talked a little earlier in 
that press conference and he basically said that um he he's being called the hero uh several of the students 
of course they're all heroes because they got themselves off those buses but it was jeremy hernandez who 
you heard talking there first and he was talking about how he was asleep on the bus and he started felt the 
the floor give way the the concrete bridge give way and then he moved uh to the back of the bus and when 
he realized that um that there the bridge had collapsed sections of it had he kicked open the back door 
pushed all the coolers out of the way because the kids had been on their way um had been at bunker hills 
water park a little earlier and he just kicked all the coolers out of the way and one by one started unloading 
all of the school kids on that um on that bus there were like 58 staff and youth on there and he helped each 
and every one of them get off and then walk to the side of the bridge there and walk to safety so that's uh 
clearly just one of the many miraculous stories coming to us from from the scene yesterday so jeremy jeremy 


hernandez is that young man's name and then you heard several of the other workers there talk about their 
experiences too clearly today is just going to be uh the beginning of these survival stories that um we'll be 
hearing over the next couple of days and we'll keep you posted right here on wcco a terrible situation there in 
minneapolis it can only be described as a catastrophe a historic proportion 





we're just proud of this community and the way they responded to this this terrible terrible tragedy when 
tragedy hits we come together we are all we are all at loss for the families who've lost their family members 
in this terrible tragedy their loss is our loss [Music] you are now watching wcco 4 news at noon right now we 
are taking a live look at the scene of the bridge collapse along interstate 35 w in minneapolis here's what we 
know right now the national transportation safety board has at least 19 investigators on scene looking for 
possible causes divers are now back in the water looking for more victims at least 30 people they believe 
around 30 are still missing after yesterday's collapse four people have died and another 79 have suffered 
injuries hello everyone thanks so much for staying with us for this extended coverage of this tragic event i'm 
karen lee we want to start by showing you some video from cnn showing the bridge as it gave way sections 
break apart crash and crumble into the mississippi river below bill hudson has been at the scene for us all 
morning long and already today a number of city and state leaders have spoken in press conferences and 
bill uh they they've said a lot in such a short period of time already yeah they said a lot uh absolutely karen 
about the recovery and the response but i've got to tell you got to be very honest with you what you just 
broadcast over the last 20 minutes or so the gripping stories that these uh these kids these teens and and 
the the adults were sharing with us on board that school bus absolutely phenomenal the stories that they are 
telling and just how emotional you can't help but be moved nearly to tears for just the thankfulness that all 
those children survived that horrible tragedy yesterday onboard that bus but yes indeed around 9 30 or this 9 
30 
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but yes indeed around 9 30 or this 9 30 this morning there was a large motorcade filled with a local with state 
with federal officials who are touring the area touring the area of this disaster that transpired last night around 
rush hour of course the collapse of the 35 w bridges and they were in this large motorcade getting a look at 
the accident scene first hand and up close in that motorcade the secretary of transportation mary peters as 
well as the w in washington looking toward the collapsed bridge obviously that stretch of road has been 
closed off traffic this morning at 280 and broadway was heavy but moved smoothly throughout the morning 
mndot put up permanent barriers around 10 a.m this morning along that that intersection of broadway and 
county road b to avoid people moving barriers and try to turn into these blocked roads they want that traffic to 
continue to move smoothly here's what the transportation department suggests is alternate routes into 
downtown from the north they suggest using 694 to 94 or use highway 280 which has been turned into a 
temporary freeway with all the stop lights on green let's take a look at how traffic is moving now on the 
alternate routes at 694 and 94. speeds are moving well that 94 stretch of 94 was really jam-packed this 
morning but looking better this afternoon and at 280 traffic speeds are moving along well smoothly as well 
okay let's look ahead now to this afternoon metro transit added 25 buses this morning between six and nine 
to help with the rush hour the current plan for this afternoon is to keep those additional 25 buses running for 
the commute home but they do say the earlier you can get home the better chance you have of avoiding any 
congestion metro transit is going to continue to evaluate what is needed in the coming days a spokesman 
says the weeks ahead could be more challenging than today they have a feeling that a lot of people stayed 
home today and the problem really isn't today but maybe tomorrow or next week or even 
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but maybe tomorrow or next week or even after labor day karen yesterday we talked to bob gibbons a little 
earlier saying he was talking about that he said a lot of people probably took today off they'll probably take 
tomorrow off and then which is helpful yeah it does help a lot and and maybe they'll you know he said that 


they didn't use all the buses the extra buses that they provided today so clearly they'll maybe need those in 
the days to come thank you sue sure well many of you have asked how you can help both the red cross and 
memorial blood centers are accepted blood donations you can walk in to donate your blood however 
everyone is urged to first call the number here on your screen 1-888 give blood centers will be open until 
nine o'clock tonight now the red cross is asking people to make an appointment before donating you can do 
that by calling the number there 871-7676 you can also make appointments online we have all of that 
information on our website wcco.com links we have non-stop live coverage of the bridge collapse on our 
website at wcco.com bridge collapse we have everything there from before and after pictures and ways to 
get around the traffic mess in the situation right now there was a school bus on the bridge when it collapsed 
amazingly all 60 kids survived just ahead we're going to hear what they're saying about it the day after wcco 
4 news at noon continues [Music] real-time closed captioning is brought to you by applying smart factory 
outlet is your appliance solution up to 75 off retail every day if you didn't buy from appliance mart you paid 
too much how does a free day at the new walker art center sound on the first saturday of every month you 
can create your own work of art check out cool art shows or let your imagination run wild during story time 
you can catch a movie and listen to great live music on saturday august 4th grab a friend and count your 
steps in a salsa dancing workshop in the minneapolis sculpture garden is your life diminished because your 
basement is unfinished 
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basement is unfinished the pink panther has the answer in about two weeks the owens corning basement 
finishing system can transform your basement from a dark dingy space to a showplace it resists mold and 
mildew and comes with a lifetime limited warranty but why remodel now the pink panther has the answer 
special financing now available but hurry offer ends soon log on to 1800 basement.com or call we'll answer 
is my prescription ready yet no why don't you try shopping a while oh looky here now your prescription's 
ready there's got to be a better way leader pharmacies no hassle same co-pays better service this is better 
stock up this month on leader arthritis pain reliever caplets 650 milligram 50 count just 379 only at leader 
pharmacies a leader drugstore in your neighborhood is arden pharmacy and gift located at 3529 lexington 
avenue north in arden hills it's time for the minneapolis st paul plumbing and heating quick check get your 
home's air conditioning system ready for the hot days a six point quick check of your system will be your best 
investment there's a truck in your neighborhood now minneapolis st paul plumbing and heating still the most 
comfortable call you can make general motors salutes minnesota for living green and going yellow with 
hundreds of e-85 gas stations in the state minnesotans driving gm flex fuel vehicles support their own 
economy while helping the environment for more gm innovations visit livegreengoyellow.com heating and air 
conditioning from one unit means huge energy savings to you introducing the heat pump technology's 
greatest energy savings achievement is now available from controlled air take control of your heating and air 
conditioning bills instead of the other way around the heat pump is a central air conditioning system in the 
summer and an amazing heating system in the winter the result up to 30 savings on your home energy costs 
call controlled air 651-460-6022 or visit controlledair.net a mystery affecting millions inside 
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a mystery affecting millions inside families living with autism next oprah today at 4 on wcco channel 4. 
[Music] you're looking live from sky 4 on this noon hour as we continue our coverage of the i-35w bridge 
collapse you can see crews still working there trying to get to these cars and of course possible victims that 
may be inside those automobiles the bridge collapsed just after six o'clock last night still packed with cars 
during rush hour this is a map of the affected area it opened to cars in 1967 and at last count somewhere 
around 140 000 drivers used 35w over the river every day the bridge had been under construction before this 
happened there is a tape of the collapse and investigators are now reviewing that tape of course a number of 
city estate leaders have already toured the scene this morning many have responded to this unimaginable 
event for more on that let's check back in with bill hudson who is live at the scene bill what's been the 
reaction from everyone out there touring it today well they just can't believe it karen i mean it's this has been 
crowded out here on university avenue ever since about five o'clock this morning just a a constant flow of 


people walking by and driving by very congested down here on university avenues people want to get a 
glimpse of this horrible tragedy you know there are so many heroic stories to tell you about the heroic stories 
of people helping out rescue the victims from this tragedy last night we've got some of the best pictures that 
we can show you of victims being pulled from the mangled the twisted rubble that was this 35w mississippi 
river bridge great stories of people just ordinary people helping emts and working with the paramedics and 
firefighters to give aid in in the moments before 
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to give aid in in the moments before you know many of the emergency crews got here i've got some of those 
pictures but i also want to talk about the federal reaction to this again the secretary of transportation barry 
peters flew in specifically to tour the area she was here with a number of other local and and state dignitaries 
she talked about promising a quick and rapid response to rebuilding this bridge the sad memory of this 
tragedy will never fade but we're going to make sure that last night's damage and debris will become a thing 
of the past will rebuild this bridge repair it and reestablish it in this community as quickly as we can i hope 
that we continue to hold those who have suffered loss from this horrific tragedy in our prayers a bridge in 
america just shouldn't fall down and that's why we have called for this investigation i'm very pleased that the 
national transportation safety board chair is already here conducting that investigation yeah and i'm very 
confident there will be quick and sudden action in terms of bringing federal relief money here because don't 
forget karen the chairperson of the uh house transportation committee our own jim oberstar from the 8th 
district yeah so we'll surely get things done let's hope so we need it thank you bill we're going to get to more 
coverage of this bridge collapse in just a couple minutes including a live update on those kids and staff who 
are on the bus that narrowly miss crashing into the river good report there but first let's get a quick check of 
today's weather from chris shaffer and the cco weather center hey karen it's very beautiful outside you know 
that if you've stepped out there temperatures cooler humidity much lower in fact here's a look at the 
temperatures around the state this is average for this time of year for the high i still think we'll warm a few 
degrees but 83 right now in the twin cities you see the 70s up in the northern part of the state there's the 
frontal boundary that was pretty weak it only yielded a few showers the only real storm damage was some 
hail three-quarter inch in diameter that was reported in[___] rapids in anoka county that also saw the 
heaviest 
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heaviest of the rainfall high pressure now building in from canada that will keep the clouds and the rain away 
very pleasant for the next couple of days very comfortable conditions starts with today this afternoon 
warming up to about 85 86 degrees with lots of sunshine extended forecast tomorrow equally nice best 
chance of rain in the forecast would be on saturday you see those four days have a chance of rain saturday 
through tuesday it will not be a complete washout and we'll warm up again heading into next week i need 
that rain this weekend thank you chris one of the amazing stories of survival coming out of this story is a bus 
full of kids that was on the bridge when it collapsed miraculously their bus ended up on a path beside the 
river and all 60 kids managed to walk away the kids were on their way back from a field trip other motorists 
helped get them to safety after the collapse only nine of the children had to be taken to the hospital and all of 
them were treated and released the kids were from the white house community area in south minneapolis 
terry grueck is there where they're just finishing up a news conference and terry i think this has got to be one 
of the best stories of the day absolutely without a doubt karen i will tell you that we did get an update on 
some of the numbers of the people who are hospitalized from this group they tell us that four remain 
hospitalized two adults and two children from this weight house group as well as the bus driver that does not 
include kim dahl she is still hospitalized i just got off the phone with her husband and he said that she is 
improving still in an awful lot of pain suffering from some back injuries the two children she had two of her 
three children also on the bus they are doing okay they were treated and released from the hospital but the 
big story probably coming out of this press conference today was just the quick thinking of the workers here 


at white house one in particular jeremy hernandez 20 years old been a worker here for five years a lot of the 
kids speak of him by name they say he rushed to the back of the bus to open that door shuffle those kids off 
that bus and it was his quick thinking that they say saved him we heard from him this 
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saved him we heard from him this afternoon [Music] and i looked over at the river and then my heart started 
beating fast and i just jumped over the seats and i opened the back of the door and i kicked the coolers out 
and then i turned around and tried to throw kids off of the bus all the kids were lining up on the bridge right 
there by the bus and i could feel this bridge still shaking and i'm trying to tell them you got to get off the 
bridge you got to get off is this really just a tough situation obviously whether you're a worker or you're a kid 
the images of and the experience of this is really tough to shake a lot of those kids did have to be carried to 
ambulances yesterday because they could not walk on their own but most of them luckily were able to walk 
on their own a lot of kids interested in how jeremy is doing today he says he's doing just fine obviously a little 
bit sore but he says he does in fact feel happy that he was able to wake up this morning and know that all the 
children that were on that bus were safe he says it's tough to imagine how kids can cope after living through 
something this traumatic and that they all are grateful to god that they managed to walk away from this they 
say it is a true miracle and they say all you have to do is look at those images to know that in just a matter of 
minutes their entire story would have been different i was like so scared the bus fell down and we got off on 
the emergency exit and then they called for help and then we we were like remember that everybody was 
crying and and for for their mom and they want to go home and then we were at the hospital obviously a lot 
of the parents hugging their kids extra tight today an interesting story karen about jeremy he is 20 years old 
he's always wanted to be an auto mechanic but he didn't have enough money for school so he dropped 
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enough money for school so he dropped out and has been part of this program for the past five years clearly 
the hero in this story karen clearly the job he was meant to be doing thank you terry well this is a story that 
continues to develop and as we get new information we'll get it to you we also provide continuous coverage 
online at wcco.com we have a special section at wcco.com bridge collapse including video from 
eyewitnesses we'll show you some of those pictures coming up in this election year one show will explore 
the most controversial issues of our time what percentage of americans said that they had sex on an airplane 
let's play the power tent one percentage of americans said they do not wear underwear but they were virgins 
the day they got married said that they are smarter than president bush it's controversial drew carey hosts 
the richest game show on television the power of 10 premieres tuesday only on cbs yep that's a[__ ]99 a 
little change could change any night with pizza hut a buck 99 buys a medium one-topping pizza when you 
buy any large specialty pizza at menu price get america's favorite pizza pizza hut now online we had a big 
hail storm come through and had damage to our entire house we had to have our roof redone all of our 
siding soffits gutters and fascia if we chose other contractors we'd have to work with quite a few to get 
various jobs done what cela did was come out to our house and once we talked with them we realized that 
they could provide us the one-stop shopping that we needed the work that they do it's number one roofing 
chimney windows siding epic wisconsin vacations include breathtaking views scenic hiking trails and wide 
open fairways this year make sure your journey includes a truly legendary wisconsin destination bring your 
team to lambeau field now open 365 days a year walk in the footsteps of heroes in the 
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walk in the footsteps of heroes in the hall of fame or on a stadium tour enjoy a unique nfl dining experience 
or shop to your hearts content plan your epic vacation in a place like no other visit historic lambeau field 
green bay wisconsin menards is where you'll always save big money on quality products for your home give 
your home the look that lasts with dutch boy paint exterior dura weather provides a durable lifetime finish 
right now dura weather exterior flat is on sale 16 49 after rebate satin and semi-gloss are also on sale 
remove peeling chipping and cracking paint with a wagner paint eater right now it's just 49 after rebate plus 


there's zero interest till 2009 when you use your big card save big money a twin cities the fastest way to a 
piping hot pizza is 651-488-8888 these are live pictures of bridge at the bridge clap scene from sky 4 right 
now again divers are back in the water checking out at least four cars that engineers have determined are 
safe to search police say there are four confirmed deaths they say they know there are more victims still 
trapped in the water it's a scene captured from all angles on cell phones and cameras frank bessilero shows 
many of these pictures sent to wcco.com by you our viewers whether it's from the ground next to the bridge 
or from a skyscraper miles away the devastation is overwhelming wcco viewers capture the horrifying scene 
one shot at a time one sturdy steel reduced to mangled pieces of metal concrete that had been driven over 
millions of times floating in the river cars now randomly thrown others remained on the bridge deck 64 feet 
from where they were driving just moments earlier some pictures show drivers desperately trying to get 
enough traction to keep from falling down the 45 degree angle 
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from falling down the 45 degree angle created by the fallen bridge others capture rescue crews struggling to 
find survivors hoping not to discover another victim the whole scene unfolded in front of countless eyes 
watching from the 10th street bridge and any other vantage point they could find we want to thank all of our 
viewers who have sent us photos and videos and we want you to keep them coming you can send any 
photos to weather wcco.com if you have video to share email that to video wcco.com we have created a 
special segment on our website for all of the news related to the bridge collapse you can find it at wcco.com 
bridge collapse we'll have continuous coverage of this story along with any new developments as they 
happen on wcco.com we'll also bring you any updates as we learn them right here on channel 4. and be sure 
to tune in tonight for special coverage from 5 to 6 30 including katie couric who is live here in the twin cities 
you know the weather's going to be nice the next couple of days sunshine today tomorrow not as humid and 
highs around 85. so enjoy it should be a couple of good days heading into what looks to be hopefully a fairly 
wet weekend very nice we need a little rain and we do less humidity today have a great day everyone 
[Music] you 


END 


